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AS RS COMPONENT 1 - CHRISTIANITY (OPTION A)

All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %
1A 382 15.5 5.5 25 61.8 96
1B 382 14.5 6.1 25 58 96
2A 15 9.9 3.9 25 39.7 3.8
2B 15 10.4 4.5 25 41.6 3.8
3A 126 12.8 5.6 25 51.1 31.7
3B 123 14.6 6.9 25 58.3 30.9
4A 214 13.1 5.3 25 52.3 53.8
4B 214 13.1 5.6 25 52.4 53.8
5A 55 15.6 6 25 62.5 13.8
5B 55 16.5 5.6 25 65.9 13.8
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Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question


Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.
However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.


Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.


Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question


Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.


Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.
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AS Generic Band Descriptors 
 


Band Assessment Objective AO1 – Part (a) questions      25 marks 
Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of religion and belief, including: 


- religious, philosophical and/or ethical thought and teaching  


- influence of beliefs, teachings and practices on individuals, communities and societies  


- cause and significance of similarities and differences in belief, teaching and practice  


- approaches to the study of religion and belief. 


 
 
 
5 


21-25 marks 
 


 Thorough, accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  


 An extensive and relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question set.  


 The response demonstrates extensive depth and/or breadth. Excellent use of evidence and 
examples. 


 Thorough and accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


 Thorough and accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 
 


 
 
4 


16-20 marks 
 


 Accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  


 A detailed, relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question set. 


 The response demonstrates depth and/or breadth. Good use of evidence and examples. 


 Accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


 Accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context.  
 


 
 
3 


11-15 marks 
 


 Mainly accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  


 A satisfactory response, which generally answers the main demands of the question set. 


 The response demonstrates depth and/or breadth in some areas. Satisfactory use of evidence and 
examples. 


 Mainly accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


 Mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 
 


 
 
 
2 


 


6-10 marks 
 


 Limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Basic level of accuracy and relevance.  


 A basic response, addressing some of the demands of the question set. 


 The response demonstrates limited depth and/or breadth, including limited use of evidence and 
examples. 


 Some accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


 Some accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 
 


 
 
1 


1-5 marks 
 


 Very limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Low level of accuracy and 
relevance.  


 A very limited response, with little attempt to address the question.  


 The response demonstrates very limited depth and/or breadth. Very limited  use of evidence and 
examples. 


 Little or no reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


 Some grasp of basic specialist language and vocabulary. 
 


N.B. A maximum of 2 marks should be awarded for a response that only demonstrates  


 'knowledge in isolation' 


 


0  No relevant information. 
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Band 


Assessment Objective AO2- Part (b) questions   25 marks 


Analyse and evaluate aspects of, and approaches to, religion and belief, 


including their significance, influence and study. 


5 


21-25 marks 
 


 Confident critical analysis and perceptive evaluation of the issue. 


 A response that successfully identifies and thoroughly addresses the issues raised by 
the question set. 


 Thorough, sustained and clear views are given, supported by extensive, detailed 
reasoning and/or evidence. 


 Thorough and accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 
 


4 


16-20 marks 


 


 Purposeful analysis and effective evaluation of the issue. 


 The main issues raised by the question are identified successfully and addressed. 


 The views given are clearly supported by detailed reasoning and/or evidence. 


 Accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 
 


3 


11-15 marks 


 


 Satisfactory analysis and relevant evaluation of the issue. 


 Most of the issues raised by the question are identified successfully and have 


generally been addressed. 


 Most of the views given are satisfactorily supported by reasoning and/or evidence. 


 Mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


 


2 


6-10 marks 


 


 Some valid analysis and inconsistent evaluation of the issue. 


 A limited number of issues raised by the question set are identified and partially 


addressed. 


 A basic attempt to justify the views given, but they are only partially supported with 


reason and/or evidence. 


 Some accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


 


1 


1-5 marks 


 


 A basic analysis and limited evaluation of the issue. 


 An attempt has been made to identify and address the issues raised by the question 


set.  


 Little attempt to justify a view with reasoning or evidence. 


 Some use of basic specialist language and vocabulary. 
 


 


0  No relevant analysis or evaluation. 
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GCE AS RELIGIOUS STUDIES 
 


SUMMER 2018 MARK SCHEME 
 
 


Option A: An Introduction to Christianity 
 


MARK SCHEME 
 


To be read in conjunction with the generic level descriptors provided. 
 


Section A  
 


1. (a) Outline the arguments supporting infant baptism and adult baptism in 
Christianity. [AO1 25] 


 
Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant 
responses should be credited. 
 


The arguments for infant baptism: 


 The Council of Carthage (418) confirmed baptism as forgiveness of orignal sin i.e. ‘what they 
have received by birth’. 


 There are many New Testament passages to support it: John 3:5 ‘no one can enter the 
kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit'; the Great Commission (Matthew 
28:19) ‘make disciples of all nations, baptising them ...’; Acts 2:38-39 ‘Repent, and be 
baptised every one of you ... For the promise is for you, for your children’. 


 In general, the apostles baptised whole ‘households’ (Acts 16:33; 1 Cor. 1:16). The term 
indicates a family as a unit, including children and infants. 


 Augustine argued it was a ‘tradition received from the apostles’. 


 Augustine was a main proponent in supporting infant baptism: baptized infants are ‘ingrafted’ 
into the body of Christ; baptised infants are not able to profess personal faith but believe 
‘through the Church's faith communicated to them’; baptism is a sacrament – a religious rite 
that imparts spiritual grace and so infants cannot be excluded from God’s grace. 


 416CE the Council of Mileum II endorsed this teaching and quoted Paul in Romans 5:12 
referring to original sin and hence the need for its forgiveness through baptism. 


 Zwingli argued that although it did not remove sin, by infant baptism, the divine promise is 
guaranteed to infants on the basis of their parents’ pledge to bring them up in the Christian 
faith. 


 
The arguments for adult baptism: 


 Evidence from the New Testament supports adult or believer’s baptism: Acts 8:35-36, the 
Ethiopian eunuch is baptised; Acts 9:18, the apostle Paul is baptised; Acts10:44-48, Peter 
baptises Cornelius and his household; Acts16:14-15, Lydia and her household are baptised; 
Acts 19:5-6, the disciples of John the Baptist are baptised. 


 Often linked to receiving of the Holy Spirit. 


 Adult baptism is only for people who are old enough, mature enough and therefore, 
responsible enough to make their own decision. 


 Baptism is a conscious response to, and acknowledgement of, faith. Baptism follows belief. 


 Barth’s argument that baptism does not bring about human salvation, but bears testimony to 
salvation and is therefore a response that reflects an individual’s faith. 


 Barth argued that infant baptism was not an act of obedience and not administered according 
to proper order and that it was therefore ‘clouded baptism’. 


 
This is not a checklist, please remember to credit any valid alternatives. 
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 (b) ‘Baptism is nothing more than a symbolic act.’ 


 Evaluate this view.  [AO2 25] 
 


Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant 
responses should be credited. 


 
This debate centres on the nature of the act of baptism itself; that is, what it ‘is’ and what it may ‘do’. 
Some of the following arguments may be presented in evaluation: 
 


 Depends on the view of the act itself. While baptism most certainly does have symbolic 
aspects, it is not primarily a symbol. It is primarily a sacrament, a rite that imparts God’s 
grace. Many Christians, would present this case: both those who take the believer’s baptism 
view and link it to receipt of the Holy Spirit (rejecting Barth’s understanding); but also those 
who follow the Augustinian view of the imparting of God’s grace. 


 


 It must also be remembered that converts to Christianity are baptised by those who follow the 
teachings of infant baptism and the act in this case, as in the New Testament texts, an 
imparting of God’s grace through the Holy Spirit. The whole point for those who practise infant 
baptism is that it takes away ‘original sin’. Therefore, whether infant or adult, the act of 
baptism is not symbolic but an actual spiritual process. 


 


 Supporting this line of argument would be the view that baptism is integral to the act of 
salvation; in other words, some see it as an act of the will to receive salvation and therefore 
essential to salvation. This stance could be taken by those proposing infant baptism if they 
follow the Augustinian tradition of the ‘ingrafting’ of belief ‘through the Church's faith 
communicated to them’. Therefore, baptism is much more than symbolism. Theologians call 
this an ontological change. An ontological change is a change in the nature of someone’s 
existence, in this case a profound change in the nature of the soul. The baptised person is ‘a 
new creation’ (2 Corinthians 5:17). 


 


 The alternative argument would be the view that baptism is not integral to salvation. In other 
words, it follows belief and confirms it and does not actualise the salvatory act. Baptism is not 
mandatory for salvation. Both the thief on the cross (Luke 23:42) and Saul (Acts 9:17-18) 
were saved before being baptised. Baptism is therefore highly symbolic but nothing more. 


 


 This line of argument would agree that it is, nevertheless, rich in symbolism and spiritual 
meaning for the participant. First, it is a symbol of the forgiveness that is already received. It is 
not the means of spiritual regeneration, but merely its sign and seal. It is also symbolic of 
being accepted into the Christian church and the replacement of circumcision as a sign of 
belonging to the new covenant. It is symbolic in that some would argue that the participant 
demonstrates willingness to empathise with the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus. 


 


 Karl Barth argument is clear, baptism does not bring about human salvation, but bears 
testimony to salvation. 


 
 Overall, candidates should engage with the debate and come to a 


substantiated evaluation regarding the issue raised. 
 
  












Sticky Note

A good start to the answer. A direct summary of Augustine's argument for infant baptism.



Sticky Note

Further explanation of Augustine's argument of the role of imparting God's grace.



Sticky Note

The example of Godparents would have developed this point but the basic argument is there.







Sticky Note

Good reference to the Bible in supporting infant baptism. Specific examples would enhance this response.



Sticky Note

These two paragraphs mention Barth and further biblical evidence in two very concise arguments for adult baptism.



Sticky Note

The idea of maturity rather than ability would have sharpened this answer.
Overall, this candidate is aware of the clear arguments for and against infant and adult baptism. Sometimes the answer needs a little more focus and clarity with certainly potential for development in some areas but it is better than satisfactory. A good answer. Band 4 16 marks.







Sticky Note

Three clear reasons are explained for the argument presented.



Sticky Note

A counter argument is presented that explores the symbolic aspects.



Sticky Note

Overall, a satisfactory Band 3 answer 12 marks. It is fairly short and to the point and requires more substance and analysis for each argument. To improve this answer and make it a 'good' answer a more developed conclusion than the one given at the start would have enhanced it - the conclusion appears to be linked to one point with additional points tagged. To make it a Band 5 answer the candidate could have related it more to the statement and perhaps considered how the act of baptism could have more than just an artificial symbolic or real interpretation and could in fact be both.












Sticky Note

A good introduction.



Sticky Note

Some good use of biblical evidence, although questionable, to support infant baptism.



Sticky Note

Good scholarly/theological argument offered.



Sticky Note

Argument is further developed.







Sticky Note

Introduction of alternative reasons against.



Sticky Note

Th positive reasons/arguments for adult baptism are presented.



Sticky Note

Overall a thorough answer in the time available. Band 5 - 25 marks







Sticky Note

Ok - but could have been shorter.



Sticky Note

Good point evaluated.



Sticky Note

Another good argument in support with evaluation.



Sticky Note

An interesting and independent observation.







Sticky Note

Two very good points - could have been developed more.



Sticky Note

Good use of Barth.



Sticky Note

A good conclusion. Overall, a confident evaluaton. Full marks again Band 5 - 25 marks







Sticky Note

Good definition of Atonement.



Sticky Note

Christus Victor introduced.



Sticky Note

Development of Christus Victor.







Sticky Note

An excellent summary of the moral model. The responses to this question may be unbalanced in favour of Christus Victor but that is the nature of the question. This is still worth full marks. Band 5 - 25 marks



Sticky Note

Good introducton.







Sticky Note

A new model introduced and extensively evaluated.



Sticky Note

Good arguments.



Sticky Note

Finding some common ground.







Sticky Note

More common ground.



Sticky Note

An excellent conclusion. What more could we expect? Band 5 - 25 marks.












Sticky Note

A very general introduction. It recognises that there are different 'ages' at which one can be baptised but it is not as precise as to focus on the specifics of the question.



Sticky Note

This is better. It introduces an argument against infant baptism. It is a shame that the point on page 7 is descriptive without really explaining whether or not this supports or challenges infant baptism as it could do either.



Sticky Note

Augustine's argument from original sin is presented and explained well and extended by the material on page 6.







Sticky Note

The adult baptism arguments are really explanations and weaker than the information on infant baptism.



Sticky Note

Both baptisms are not based on the baptism of Jesus - a bit confused here.



Sticky Note

An additional but vague point thrown in at the end.
Overall, a satisfactory answer with more 'hit' than 'miss' meriting the middle of Band 3 13 marks.















Sticky Note

This is a a contradiction within the argument here. Does the candidate understand what symbolic means?



Sticky Note

There is no real argument here, no evidence is presented for exemplification of a very weak point.



Sticky Note

This does not really bode well for the rest of the answer. Surely all these are symbolic? The last point needs elaboration to qualify this. All rather vague and unconvincing.







Sticky Note

This is all very vague, even for AO1 which it is mostly on this last page. There is no real grasp of the overall evaluative issue that is up for debate and very little attempt to engage with it. Band 2 bottom end 6 marks.












1. (a) Outline the arguments supporting infant baptism and adult baptism in Christianity. [25]


(b) ‘Baptism is nothing more than a symbolic act.’
Evaluate this view. [25]
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